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- Chennai, Sept 24: The City-

based Jeevan Blood Bank and
Research Centre has obtained
an ISO 9002 certificate, becom-
ing the first blood bank in the
Country to do so.

- Jeevan, started exactly four
years ago this day, has provi-
ded 16,780 units of safe blood
components to patients admit-
ted into different hospitals in
Chennai. A strong activist in
promoting separation of blood
components, Jeevan’s co-fou-

»nder Dr P Srinivasan told The

New Indian Express that hun-
dreds of studies had proved

that transfusion of . whole
blood was unnecessary and
may in fact be counter-produ-
ctive. : S
Jeevan model could funct-
ion in every district headquar-
ters in India as a central com-
munity - blood - bank service
from which properly screened
blood components could be
distributed to various satell-
ite centres and institutions
for - cross-match and issue.

‘This will ensure availability

of safe blood components for
transfusion in this Country,
he feels, .

To begin with Jeevan would’
like to try out this concept by
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adopting a hospital, prefera-
bly a Government one, for its
total needs of blood banking.
Success of such a venture will
depend largely on free flow of
funds or a single large corpus

donation to sponsor the activ-

ity. ‘ .
The blood. bank also plans

. to set up a centre for transfu-

sion medicine to train medi-
cal graduates and laboratory
technologists in the field of
blood banking and transfus-
ion medicine. = :
The centre would also pro-
mote research and developm-
ent activities in the field of
blood banking and transfus-

ion medicine, and a separate
centre for Thalassemia resea-
rch and managernent.
COMPONENTS -SEPARATION:
Jeevan has been creating awa-
reness about the concept of
using blood components a rou-
tine, thereby making optimal
use of available blood and also
ensuring that the patient rece-
ives the required component
alone.

On most  occasions when
whole human blood is transfu-
sed, the patient is not really
benefitted by the transfusion,
Dr Srinivasan points out.

By the time proper testing
of donor blood is completed,
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the clotting factors lose their
function.

_ Platelets in whole blood sto-
red at -2-6 degree C for 24
hours also lose their functio-
nal abilities.

Jeevan is the only blood
bank in the voluntary sector
providing 100 per cent compo-
nent supply, with each donor
unit split into RBCs, platelets
and  cryoprecipitate  and
plasma.

To patients admitted to Gov-
ernment hospitals for burns,
children undergoing cardiac
surgery and afflicted with can-
cer, blood is given free of cost,
he said.
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